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1 . I MET WITH SOUTOU THIS MORNING AND GAVE HIM 
DETAILED RUN-DOWN ON THREE ASSURANCES WE REQUESTED OF 
SOUTH AFRICANS AND THE RESPONSES WE HAVE THUS FAR 
RECEIVED. HE WAS APPRECIATIVE OF OUR KEEPING THE 
FRENCH INFORMED AND CONCLUDED FROM THIS INITIAL 
PRESENTATION, AT LEAST, THAT SOME PROGRESS HAD BERN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


MADE BUT THAT SERIOUS PROBLEMS STILL REMAIN TO BE 
FACED. 

2. SOUTOU SAID THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN RESPONSE TO THE 
FRENCH DEMARCHE HAD BEEN, FIRST, THAT ALL OF THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM IS FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES, 
AND, SECOND, FROM THE CONTEXT OF ALL REMAINING 
DISCUSSIONS, THE SOUTH AFRICANS WERE ASKING HOW THEY 
COULD ASSURE THE WORLD THAT THEY WERE NOT DEVELOPING 
A NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE OF ANY KIND. THEY DID NOT, 

HOWEVER, MAKE A FLAT STATEMENT AS THEY HAD APPARENTLY 
NOW DONE TO US THAT THEY WERE NOT CREATING EVEN A TEST 
FACILITY FOR NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES. 

3. SOUTOU WENT ON TO APOLOGIZE FOR WHAT HE REFERRED TO 
AS A ''MISTAKE" BY HIS MINISTER IN TALKING TO THE PRES. 

HE SAID THAT HE WAS VERY TIRED AT THE END OF HIS 
AFRICAN TRIP AND DURING THE COURSE OF AN INTERVIEW 
DE GUIRINGAUD SLIPPED AND APPEARED TO CONFIRM THAT 
FRANCE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT SOUTH AFRICA WAS PROCEEDING 
WITH PREPARATIONS FOR A NCULEAR TEST BUT THAT THIS WAS 
FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES. SOUTOU SAID THAT AS WE CAN 
SEE FROM HIS ACCOUNT OF THE RESPONSE THEY HAVE RE- 
CEIVED FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT THAT IS NOT 
AT ALL AN ACCURATE STATEMENT OF WHAT THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS SAID. HE EXPRESSED SOME CONSTERNATION AND 
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INDEED SAID THE QUAI D'ORSAY HAD NOT YET DECIDED HOW 
OR WHETHER THEY WOULD TRY TO CLARIFY THE PUBLIC RECORD. 
HE ALSO SAID THAT PERHAPS IF THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
GOVERNMENT MAKES AN EXPLICIT PUBLIC STATEMENT THIS WILL 
AVOID ANY NECESSITY OF FRANCE CORRECTING THE RECORD. 

3. I MENTIONED THAT WE WERE UNHAPPY TO SEE A REFERENCE 
TO KALAHARI AND SOUTOU STATED THAT THIS WAS APPARENTLY 
GIVEN ON BACKGROUND BUT NOT FROM INFORMATION RECEIVED 
FROM US, BUT RATHER BASED ON A NOTE DISTRIBUTED 
WITHIN THE QUAI ON THE INITIAL APPROACH OF THE SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR WHICH HAD SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED THE 
KALAHARI DESERT SITE. I CAUTIONED HIM ABOUT ANY 
RELEASE OF INFORMATION WHICH WE HAD SUPPLIED IN 
CONFIDENCE. 

4. SOUTOU HAD ONE SPECIFIC REQUEST IN WISHING TO 

KNOW WHETHER THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAD ACTUALLY REFUSED 
INSPECTION OR WHETHER, IN VIEW OF THE SHORT TIME 
PRESSURES, WE HAD NOT WAITED FOR AN ANSWER BUT 
PROCEEDED WITH THE REQUEST FOR ASSURANCES AS A 
PARALLEL TO WITH REFERENCE TO PRETORIA’S 4282, JUST RECE 
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IVED, 

IF VORSTER MAKES THE STATEMENT FORESEEN, FRENCH WILL 
HAVE TO FIND SOME MEANS TO SAY PUBLICLY THAT THEY HAVE 
NO INDEPENDENT INFORMATION WHICH CONTRADICTS THE 
ASSURANCES GIVEN PUBLICLY BY SOUTH AFRICA. 

6. DEPARTMENT REPEAT AS DESIRED. 

HARTMAN. 

UNQUOTE CHRISTIPHER. 
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